
LECTORS 
 

The role of the Lector is to ‘prayerfully’ proclaim the Word in the first 2 readings. 
 
It is important that you spend time practicing and reflecting on the readings prior to your 
scheduled time/Mass.  This also gives you time to practice pronouncing the names of biblical 
places and people.  Do not rush through your reading but do not read it too slowly. 
 
In the procession, the first reader will carry the ‘Book of Gospels’ (if the book is too heavy for 
you, the 2nd reader will then carry it) and place it on the Altar, leaving space for Father to kiss the 
Altar before carrying the ‘Book of Gospels’ to the Ambo.  Return to the line at the bottom of the 
steps, turn and face the Altar, and do a profound bow with Father, the 2nd Reader, and the Altar 
Servers.  As Father and the Altar Servers proceed up into the Sanctuary, both readers will turn to 
sit on the pew reserved for them. 
  
 
Please refer to the following guidelines to aid you in this Ministry. 
 
1. PRAY for God’s guidance as you prepare to proclaim the Word of God. 

 
2. FIND A REPLACEMENT.  If you are not available to fill your ministry at Mass, it is your 

responsibility to find a replacement.  Use the list designated for Lectors to find a 
replacement.  Please advise the Parish office of your replacement by Friday, before noon. 

 
3. If you are not feeling well, find a replacement. 

 
4. Arrive 20 minutes before Mass time.  Check off your name on the Parish Ministries list on 

the counter by the Mens room.  You will then enter the Altar Servers vestment room, where 
you can review your readings and join in the prayer before Mass with Father. 

 
5. As you approach the Sanctuary, stop at the bottom step and do a simple bow to the Cross on 

the wall.  Proceed up the steps to the Ambo on the left-hand side. 
 
6. Say ‘A reading from the book of Genesis’ and proceed to proclaim the word.  DO NOT say 

‘the first reading is’ or ‘the second reading is.’  When done the reading, pause for about 20 
seconds and then say ‘the Word of the Lord’ and leave the Ambo.  DO NOT pause again. 

 
7. When you have finished your reading, leave the Ambo going to your left and stop at the 

bottom of the steps.  The Psalmist will meet you there and together you will do a simple bow 
and return to your seat.  The 2nd Reader will meet the Psalmist at the bottom of the steps. 

 
8. When the 2nd Reader has finished their reading, close the Lectionary and place it in its spot 

directly under the table (there is a sign that says ‘Lectionary’ for the shelf to use).  Stop at 
the bottom of the steps and do a simple bow to the Cross and return to your seat.   

 
9. At the end of Mass, once Father and the Altar Servers are lined up at the bottom of the steps, 

the Lectors will stand up and take their place in the line; all will do a profound bow.  You 
will then follow the Candle Bearers out of the Worship Area. 

 
10. One Lector will escort the Coordinator (carrying the collection) to the Office. 
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